From:  Arjuna Wiwaha (“Arjuna’s Wedding) by Mpu Kanwa


11th century Javanese poem 


Canto V, Verse 9


(Translated by Patricia Henry)

          
ano[no[nTon]i=git\

There are those who watch the shadow play, weeping and sad in 



their foolish understanding

          
They know that it is really only carved leather moving and talking


This is the situation of those who thirst for things of the senses;  




they are even worse off, not realizing

          
The truth is that all that exists in this world is also illusion

The verse comments on the foolishness of those who get so caught up in the wayang that they cry at the plight of the puppets, and com​pares them to people who mistake the transitory illusion of this world for true reality.  It is an argument for Arjuna to reject the world and pursue Nirvana -- an argument he counters by saying that it is possible (and right, for a ksatria) to balance between the world of illusion and the nothingness of the Absolute. 
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